1/6/70 



Dr. John. Slehols 
Dniv. i.'«tt3ss Sedioal Center 
Haiabow Bird at 39th St., 
ianaas City^Eensas 66103 

Deer John, 



Your latter of January 3 disturbs as ©uck, l tie 'not think you ere 
conscious of. siist you are doing, t sera fora 1 take the tira® to eamlois. 

?ou begin, “1 have recently obtained soother sutoosy sketch *hich is 
Different fro® tbs ©as published in tbs -^rrsB kapsrt in that is Sins ^Verified by 
0,0. Burkley'oh it... Is tain idsntiesi with the aberrant one you have*? 

There is ©aJy one such. Wfeea Debaer wrote you he didn’t hate it he 
sot lie. I forced it cut, m part of s long^roace pregrm of work I eutlined to 
you in Silver Spring in the Spring of 186S. I h*ve sM* e“«opy of your letter of 
April e, 1968 and marked on It year Sdentifteetioa of this es shat 1 then showed 
you. as yen know, , was open mat forthright with you on wour premise that « 0 u * 
would act safes any use of anything I »*u* available to you. i lad quite a batch 
of documents situ ae, aside from the « 0 a f ro.r MSHThM, waieh 1 loaned you-snd 
you were the first to see it, 

* feiSE e»rli«-r eokod e» for unpublished materiel sad 1 wrote sad 

;/MA e A tS i KS8?W Ky Vicr f X ' or ®? ovra ace. I«B Mpllod under date of 
i8^r*7^ e/Al/67 Heeding copy of »y letter to you of July 29 reveals that I did, 
iu .set, ngk you far materiel you have collected in relation to the Fenaedy 
autopsy, a «8 sghest at this”, ion go on to soy you would not use f ay «.f «« mnto riel 
until after ay work is printed. 

Because you he a given m you r word, 1 continue*? to do wte* t i could to 
help you, for the sore each of us understands, the better he esn per forts, >*nd we 
■oil went but to develop an' schieve eocevtasce of the truth. >r example, you wrote 
3 ie -uly 1, .968, ”1 era embarrassed by tee confidence you &ko-<* in me by sending me 



copies of the unpublished FBI correspondence, etc., 
*-ey will stay locked is ay files." 



:.-r«ya. 



, . *•» is i« * sisssle matter to follow along behind ase end pick up- shot 

- show you, as It 1®. to ick up east 1 generate. 1 depended upoft p..ur word that 

you weald sot. ~ou see® to hove* forgotten it. *his is also trpd of the sate pay 
authorisation* If you reread the letter you wrote ms about that sad put yourself 
Is isy position, J. thins you might feel there was s blackjack. Xc-u had tried to 
g®t this and felled. It *aa not where you could possibly hew gotten it. Because 
1 had year word, J shewed it to you m you so .Id understand it, "her. y;r.i write * 
and tall me that if 3 do not give it to you, you will writs *o the .'rehives end 

get it. I had told you about this, finder Sets of 10/g/d? you wrote, ""I cm fa.-rr-y 

thst yo:; have found the autopsy authorization p- mission bus, ©f sparse, J could 
have preferred to have found it myself.” 




When we met in Washington, I told you I would file a suit against tha 
government es soon ss I could get a lawyer. x ou said you s’. so would. I suggested 
we combine forces and you never responded. £hen you wrote me I asked you this in 
writing and again you didn't respond. You had the lawyer, I didn't. I had the 
material, you^didn’t. It seemed to me to be -a fair of.er. Mow you are gradually 
pre-empting my material. Now, es you know, we are preparing our own suit, based 
entirely on ray own work. I really think you have enough of ycur own without 
taking what you know to be mine and more, there is no need to if your purpose 
is to establish truth and end this evil thing government is doing. 



So, 1 am asking you not to use this Burkley thing, not to use the 
autopsy authorization, not to use any of the other things you picked up from 
POST M0RTS4S $whera both, includantly, ere). This is n °t simply a metter of ray 
wanting tha rights to my own work, which is not unreasonable. It is not expecting 
you to keep your word only, either. There is much mor- to these things then you 
know, end your using them will douse up something that will make you ashamed 
of yourself later. 1 have done en extensive work here and I now do not hsve^ 
time to lay it ell out to you but, under the circumstances, think it is better 
for you if T do not I also encourage you, most strongly, not to make any reference 
of any sort, no matter how indirect, including in your brief, for you can end 
something that right now I can assure you has been very productive. 

Bud and 1 have both been disturbed at waat we, for different reasons, 
believe to be weaknesses in your suit. Your new lawyers, in our belief, cue 
correct. Yqu 'ray recall I told you. I am familiar witn tne language, may ^ you 
cited and suggested to you it would be wiser not to interpret it tost way. tie 
are not. have definitive rejections on some material that bud ssys, as e 
matter of law, are all we need, but we are not stopping there. We are trying 
to close every possible loophole, dhich takes time. **nd patience. 

As you know, 1 want to help you. *ou should realize that I laid aside 
my own work, which is important to me, to spend auite a bit of time helping you. 

I do not suggest this is s personal thing. 1 did it because 1 felt it wes my 
responsibility to do it. I em prepared to help you in every way I can. But at 
the same time, I do not want to be in the position of having :/ou forget ycur 
promises to me and using in either writing or court what you would not have had 
but for my work and what you gave me your word you would not, under any circum- 
stances use until my books were out. There have been occasions when I made an 
exception, as in New Orleans. But this is not a comparable case ana besides, as 
you knew from the time we met, A plan to use this material in my own suit. There 
is a special context, John, believe me, in addition to everything else. 



On the other hand, let me assure you that x have no plans for using 
anything you sent me. The one thing that cones close to fitting is, first of all, 
something Dick end I were working on independently, ana second of all, as of now 
it does not fit in my continuing work on the autopsy, m tnis case you did whst 
I h8d~asked Dick to do and he didn’t. It comes from my own work, which is dated 
and goes back to well before you sent this to me. In addition, i have everything 
you sent me identified as coming from you so I cannot make a mistake by accident. 
This relates to your pictures of the erasings. Dick can show you my^letters on 
thi". which are dated' in advance of your work. However, as I say, have no 
present plans for it. At the ssme time, some of the things you have sent me neve 
helped my understanding and that is good for me. I appreciate it. Bu„ there is 
vast difference between helping understanding and helping yourself to toe work «i 
others for which they have plans. 



*11 the offers of help I made you still stand. 
But I also expect you to keep the word you gave?! which is 

Sincerely, 



1 will no wuat 1 can. 
the basis of all. 




